
Good News 
Coronado High School 
Home of the Cougars  OCTOBER 2022 

National Merit Scholarship 
Congratulations to Coronado seniors Judson 

Brau, Ella Fortier, Camilla Leonard, Ethan 

McGinley (not pictured), Mae Shaeffer, and 

Byron Sharman who were named as Commended 

students in the 2023 National Merit Scholarship 

Program. Although they do not qualify to 

continue in the program, they placed among the top 50,000 

students in the nation by completing the 2022 PSAT. By 

recognizing their accomplishments as well as the role Coronado 

plays in their academic development, this will broaden the 

education advancement opportunities available to them and 

encourage their pursuit of academic excellence. 

the robot on Sunday morning, the roboRIO, and basically rewired 

the system and found a couple of loose connections that would 

pass the tug test but under the right circumstances would cause 

the roboRIO to lose power for just a millisecond, causing it to 

reboot. During this reboot time we would be dead on the 

field. With the electrical problem fixed and with a more 

favorable schedule for the rest of the qualifying matches, we 

won the remainder of the competitions and ended qualifying 

ranked 5 out of 28.  We were then chosen by the 2nd seeded 

team to be part of their alliance. We won a hard fought battle in 

the quarter finals, but lost in the semi-finals. During all of this our 

drive team fought hard and drove the robot to the top of its 

abilities and even beyond. Out pit crew dealt with mechanical 

failures and fixed them swiftly and kept us in the competition. 

The rest of the team kept the energy high and cheered on the 

team with all they had. If there had been a spirit award at this 

event I am sure Team 2996 would have 

won.” 

A special “thank you” to the parents who 

drove students back and forth to Denver 

each day, and to the mentors that worked 

with the students to make this a positive 

experience. 

Cougars Gone Wired 
Cool Science is about making science cool for kids by bringing a 

wide variety of fun and engaging hands-on activities available for 

free to kids around the Pikes Peak Region. Coronado’s own FIRST 

Robotics Team 2996 Cougars Gone Wired had fun at the Cool 

Science Festival October 1, 2022, at UCCS! It was great to see all 

the kids inspired by STEAM and Robotics-related activities 

through robot soccer and playing catch with GO-4!  

Team 2996 attended the Kendrick Castillo Memorial Tournament 

(KCMT) October 7-9, an off-season competition and a great 

opportunity for new members and the community to see what 

FIRST is all about! The event was free to attend and featured 

scrimmages and workshop for all FIRST teams. Cougars Gone 

Wired worked well together and showed true spirit and grit. 

“On Saturday the qualifying matches did not go well,” reports 

adviser Bryce McLean. “The Cougars were pitted against world 

champion Team 1619 in the first two matches. During the third 

match they brought out their second robot which played heavy 

defense. We had a significant collision with a couple of robots, 

lost power, and had to completely reboot which meant we were 

dead on the field for about 30 seconds. Once other teams saw 

we may have a problem when we were hit hard, this persisted in 

many of our later matches. We knew it was some sort of 

electrical issue, but there is nothing harder to diagnose than an 

intermittent electrical problem, so we spent the rest of the day 

trying to chase down the trouble. At one point on Saturday we 

were ranked 27 out of 28 teams. Even through all of this the 

team stayed positive and were still the loudest group cheering in 

the stands. 

“Byron Sharman, our VP of electronics, pulled out the brains of 
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Cougars Care Clothing Exchange 
A BIG THANK YOU to all of our students, parents, and staff 

volunteers who helped donate, sort, hang, organize, 

merchandise, and pack up all the clothing and sundries at the 

Cougar Care Clothing Exchange October 10, 2022. It is 

extremely helpful for our students. Students were able to 

shop for FREE and add to their wardrobe, while others went 

home with warm outerwear for their first Colorado winter. 

It’s a BIG win for all of us.  

BOYS XC Regional Champs 

Girls Volleyball Southern CSML Champs 

Boys Soccer Southern CSML Champs 

Boys Cross Country 
Sophomore Parker Davidson won the 

CSML Southern Cross Country 

Championships on October 13, 2022 

at the Mesa Ridge High School XC 

course in Fountain, CO with a time of 

16: 56. Boston Potts finished 3rd and 

Bridger Steiner-Smith came in 4th. 
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momentum with a 5-game winning streak securing the final 

spot in the playoff bracket. Coronado advances to play the 

Battle Mountain Huskies on Wednesday, November 2 in 

Edwards, CO under the lights. Go Cougars! You’ve got this! 

Boys Soccer 
Can you say upset? Knocking the #1 seed Durango from the 

4A boys soccer state playoffs on Thursday night, October 27, 

2022, at the Demon’s home stadium, Cougars did just that. A 

huge accomplishment for the #32 seed Cougars. Posting a 1-0 

victory, the Cougars played incredible defense. Coronado 

players believed they could win before making the trip to the 

southwest corner of the state by collectively dying their hair 

blond and standing and playing as a team from the moment 

they stepped foot on the field. Graysen Crawford scored the 

game’s only goal, winding through defenders from the corner 

to create a one-on-one situation with the Demon’s 

goalkeeper at the 62-minute mark of the game. Durango (15-

1) led Coronado (13-3) in shots on goal, but junior goalkeeper 

Peter Frieling fiercely guarded the shutout. 

After a disappointing start to the season by falling to the top 

contenders in 4A including Air Academy, Cheyenne Mountain, 

Lewis-Palmer and Palmer Ridge, the Cougars gained 

Rock Climbing 
Sunday, October 30, 2022, marked the start of the Southern 

Colorado Region Rock Climbing Competition at the Springs 

Climbing Center, and Coronado girls did amazing!  Senior 

Britania Van't Land got second place in varsity girls individual, 

and our Varsity Girls Team (Britania Van't Land, Lynnea 

Waddell, Clara Jordan, and Maggie Starkie) placed first! A 

team score is earned when a minimum of 3 individuals from 

the same high school earn an individual score.  
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Student Council Trunk or Treat 
Coronado Student Council and Cougar mascots were at 
Trailblazer Elementary on Halloween to put a little fun in their 
day with a Trunk or Treat extravaganza.  
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